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WP6 WESTERN BALKANS INFO HUB & COMMUNICATION

Western Balkans Info Hub

• News, events and calls announcements are 

published by the project team on a daily basis.

• We are happy to receive inputs from the 

community via info@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

• Latest themes
Meetings of the Western Balkans Steering Platforms (May 

2025), European Institute of Innovation and Technology 

(April 2025), Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management 

(March 2025), Smart Specialisation Strategy (February 2025), 

Erasmus+ and the WB (January 2025)

• Continuous updates of previous themes
see e.g. https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/theme/macro-

regional-strategies/

• Using Mailchimp as a new tool. Resubscription 

campaign launched.

• Social media limited to LinkedIn, soon 5000 

followers Follow us

mailto:info@westernbalkans-infohub.eu
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/theme/macro-regional-strategies/
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Latest developments

In relation to EUSDR

• 15 November 2024: Latest update from the PA7 Flagship Project

• Exchanges on policy recommendations for FP10

• 13 March 2025: Co-organized webinar on Smart Specialisation Strategy 

(S3)

• 26/27 March 2025: Participation at the PA7/PA8 Capitalisation Workshop

• Exchanges on Science Diplomacy (COST Action)

• Presentation of Western Balkans Mobility Scheme (including successful 

cooperation with EUSDR / DRC) at event (hybrid/Tirana) “Enhancing 

Mobility-Driven Research and Innovation in Western Balkans for 

Sustained Economic Growth and Convergence with the European Union”



WP7 PROJECT MANAGEMENTWP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Webinars

• https://www.youtube.com/@westernbalkansinfohub1309

∼200 webinar participants. 

∼ 800 views to date

reflects strong interest in the topics

66 videos are now available

Highlights

• Smart Specialisation in EU Enlargement Countries 

(POLICY ANSWERS co-organised with EUSDR PA7). This 

webinar explored the state of play of RIS3 in the region, 

cooperation potential and pathways for strengthening 

joint initiatives and R&I excellence. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDFN-o4gNts

• Insights into role of High-Performance Computing, 

Technology-Oriented Research Infrastructures, capacity 

building results, instruments such as BIOEAST, Water4All, 

Raw Materials networks, etc.

• Montenegro joined the European Partnership on Blue 

Economy

https://www.youtube.com/@westernbalkansinfohub1309
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDFN-o4gNts


WP1 POLICY DIALOGUE

Steering Platform Meeting in Podgorica, 13-15 May

• Discussing regional progress and good 

practices

• International cooperation opportunities, 

e.g. COST, EUREKA, EIT, RCC, etc.

• Focused session on S3 (JRC) and on skills 

for S3 (agro-food theme in particular) 

(ETF)

• Dedicated session on MSCA

Preparation of Ministerial meeting in 20-

21 October 2025

will include also public events (by COST, 

JRC, ScienceBusiness)
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/documents/policy-answers-review-of-the-

steering-platform-meeting-on-research-and-innovation-in-podgorica-

montenegro-13-15-may-2025

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/documents/policy-answers-review-of-the-steering-platform-meeting-on-research-and-innovation-in-podgorica-montenegro-13-15-may-2025


WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

3rd monitoring round: 
> 2025 edition (progress compared to 2024)

Research and Innovation

Digital Competitiveness

Environment

Education & Skills

Youth, Culture & Sports

Common Regional Market

Monitoring of the Western Balkans Agenda

2024 edition is published here:
https://www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu/news/implementing-the-western-

balkans-agenda-monitoring-cards-published-by-policy-answers-july-2024/

https://www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu/news/implementing-the-western-balkans-agenda-monitoring-cards-published-by-policy-answers-july-2024/
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WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

• Pitching event and ceremony 

29/20 May in Skopje

• Upcoming social media 

Youth Campaign

R&I Youth Awards 

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/news/meet-the-12-selected-initiatives-of-western-

balkans-ri-youth-awards-2024/

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/news/meet-the-12-selected-initiatives-of-western-balkans-ri-youth-awards-2024/


7Pilot programmes

Evaluation of the WB Mobility Scheme, WB 

Innovation Vouchers, WB Youth R&I Award 

forthcoming

Promotion of the Award winners

Capacity building activities

under implementation in all six WB

Upcoming e.g. BiH supporting digitalisation of 

libraries, Montenegro training and mentoring for 

Horizon proposals, Serbia training on evaluation of 

policies and programmes

Policy Briefs 

on Health policy to be published soon
on statistics under development

on FP10 to be updated in autumn

Forthcoming activities

Upcoming webinar: 

Partnership for Research and 

Innovation in the Mediterranean Area, 

17 July, 15:00, Registration

Regional Innovation Academy launched and 

to be further promoted

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/western-

balkans-regional-innovation-academy/

Sustainability Strategy

Dedicated discussions / reports, e.g. on WBMS 

Horizon Europe WP 2025

https://zsigmbh.my.webex.com/weblink/register/re4380354258618ee82b4f50730d7775b
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/western-balkans-regional-innovation-academy/
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Additional messages

• EU Enlargement / policy influence: 

Chapter 25 negotiations, Reform 

Agenda, Growth Plan, Academic 

Freedom

• Improve positions in the European 

Innovation Scoreboard (EIS), improve 

statistics

• Increase number of registered 

evaluators for Horizon Europe. Event on 

19 June

• Preparation for Horizon Europe WP2025 

calls, but also WP2026-27

• Eureka LinkUp call is open! (bottom-up 

call, funding from ministries and funding 

agencies in Albania, Austria, 

Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia and 

Türkiye; deadline: 10 September 2025 

and info webinar on 16 June 2025 (14.00 

CET)

• COST: highest number of successful 

main proposers from the WB region, 

COST Actions open to join from 12 June

• Western Balkans–Visegrad Fellowships 

for short-term fellowships at V4 

research institutions; deadline 15 June

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/ec-info-session-how-to-become-an-expert-for-horizon-europe/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/calls/eureka-linkup-call-for-projects-connecting-regions-for-innovation/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/news/70-new-cost-actions-approved-ready-to-kick-off-in-autumn-2025/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/calls/call-for-applicants-western-balkans-visegrad-fellowship/


Check out our results



THANK 
YOU!

https://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub

https://x.com/wbinfohub

https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbinfohub/

www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Contact us at any time:

Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at

policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu 


