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Project Objectives

The RIS4Danu project aims at addressing the socio-economic effects of plant 

closures in the Danube Region by proposing solutions for a broader social-

sustainable-technological transition through the revitalisation of recently closed 

industry plants and sites.

1. Drafting strategic business development plans for the re-opening of 21 

(recently-) closed industrial sites in the Danube region. 

2. Further developing the existing Smart Specialisation (S3) methodology towards 

Sustainable Smart Specialisation (S4) to facilitate “green structural change”.

3. Providing tangible policy recommendations on the identification of innovation 

barriers and on the creation of synergies with other European, national and/or 

regional R&I funding programmes (e.g. Just Transition Fund (JTF))
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Project Impacts

 Impact I: mitigation of the negative socio-economic effects of plant closure in 

the 21 selected regions in the Danube Macro-Region.

 Impact II: establishment of new sustainable and inclusive regional industrial 

ecosystems along the Danube River and the provision of new impetus for green 

transition in the Danube Macro-Region.

 Impact III: positive contribution to added value, productivity and 

competitiveness of the 21 selected regions in the Danube Macro-Region.

 Impact IV: advancement of debates on the design and implementation of S4 in 

the scientific community in economic geography, regional science, innovation 

studies and policy studies.
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Project Region
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Project Governance
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EDP Workshop Process
Development of green and innovative development plans for 

the revitalisation of 21 industrial areas in 11 Danube regions
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Current Status
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Workshop Impressions
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Workshop Results (Examples)
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 Lower Austria: turning a former ceramics production site into a “Recycling Hub 

for Ceramics (“Circular Ceramics Hub”), with the integration of a research and 

training campus for complex materials, fully powered by renewable energies.“

 Baden-Württemberg: turning a former clock-making factory into a “Community 

Hub”, including shared housing, energy-cooperatives, and shared mobility areas.

 Hajdú-Bihar: turning a former roller bearing factory into an “Energy Storage 

and management Hub” used for the development of solutions for energy 

storage, from research through experimental solutions to implementation and 

management.

 Banská Bystrica: turning a former chemical plant into a “Wood 

Crafting/Processing Hub” with the design and production of Eco-Houses, 

furniture, wood applications in cars, R&D labs for new wood-based materials and 

an inclusive training programme for wood crafting. 
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ris4danu.eu
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Thank You!

Contact: oliver.ziegler@vdivde-it.de
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